
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
Claymore Adds Key Talent to Enhance Private Client Group 

 
Addition of Experienced Professionals Supports Growth and Strengthens Distribution 

 
Lisle, Ill., June 28, 2010 – Claymore Securities, Inc., an innovator of investment product solutions and a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of Guggenheim Partners, LLC, announced today the addition of several senior 

professionals focused on growing the firm’s service and distribution excellence in the private client 

business. 

 

“As we continue to integrate Claymore with Guggenheim, we are aggressively building out our 

distribution and servicing capabilities,” said Steven A. Baffico, senior managing director and head of U.S. 

retail distribution for Claymore Securities, Inc., a Guggenheim Partners company. “We are working 

diligently to implement the most advantageous organizational structure for success and will continue to 

add additional world-class professionals to our team.” 

 

Recently Claymore has hired the following executives: 

 Chris Parisi joins as senior managing director and national sales manager, overseeing all internal 

and external wholesalers and product support staff. Parisi previously held senior positions at 

MainStay-New York Life Investments, BlackRock and Federated Investments. 

 Lee Personeni joins as director – Strategic Relations Group.  As relationship manager, she is 

responsible for business development and relationship management with Bank of America –

Merrill Lynch and other partner firms. Personeni previously held various leadership positions at 

Merrill Lynch, including Americas Distribution Group’s head of strategic initiatives and 

campaigns, Managed Solutions Group’s divisional marketing manager and transition team 

specialist during the firm’s acquisition by Bank of America. 

 Jennica Ross joins as director – Strategic Relations Group.  As relationship manager, Ross 

manages the UBS relationship, as well as other partner relationships, and is responsible for 

overall business development with counterparty firms. She previously held senior roles with 

UBS, in both the Wealth Management Group and UBS Equity Capital Markets. 

 Brian Carlisle joins as regional vice president and will be responsible for distribution of all 

investment products within the Ohio territory. Carlisle spent the previous five years at Van 

Kampen, and has covered Ohio and the surrounding areas for the past three years. 

 Fran Jacobs III joins as regional vice president for Northern California. Jacobs previously held an 

external wholesaling position with Mainstay-New York Life for California and Hawaii and has 

more than 15 years of experience in financial services sales and leadership roles at a number of 

leading firms.  

http://claymore.com/default.aspx


 Mark Vernon joins as regional vice president and will be responsible for distribution of all 

investment products in the Michigan territory. Vernon previously spent nearly seven years at 

Van Kampen Investments where he covered a similar footprint.    

 John Browning joins as managing director – portfolio supervision, after 18 years at Van Kampen 
Investments.   John's responsibilities will include portfolio construction and oversight of trade 
execution for Claymore’s Unit Trust business.  
 

For more information on Claymore please visit Hwww.claymore.com H. 

 

 

About Claymore Securities  
Claymore Securities, Inc. offers strategic investment solutions for financial advisors and their valued 

clients. As an innovator in exchange-traded funds (ETFs), unit investment trusts (UITs) and closed-end 

funds (CEFs), Claymore often leads its peers with creative investment strategy solutions. In total, 

Claymore entities provide supervision, management, or servicing on approximately $15.9 billion in 

assets as of March 31, 2010. Claymore Securities, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Guggenheim 

Partners, LLC, a global, diversified financial services firm with more than $100 billion in assets under 

supervision. Guggenheim, through its affiliates, provides investment management, investment advisory, 

insurance, investment banking, and capital markets services. The firm is headquartered in Chicago and 

New York with a global network of offices throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia. Claymore 

Advisors, LLC, an affiliate of Claymore Securities, Inc., serves as the Funds’ investment adviser. 

 

Consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and ongoing expenses of any ETF carefully before 
investing. The prospectus or summary prospectus, if available, contains this and other relevant 
information. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing. To obtain a prospectus, visit 
www.claymore.com or contact a securities representative or Claymore Securities, Inc. 2455 Corporate 
West Drive, Lisle, IL 60532, 800-345-7999.  
 
Contact:  
Zach Siegel  
Edelman  
212-704-4592 
HZachary.Siegel@Edelman.com H  
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